
DAY 1: 9th September, Sunday – MOSCOW 

Arrival to Moscow airport.  

Meeting with the local architect, transfer to the hotel. 

Dinner and night fun, discovering Moscow by night. 

 

DAY 2: 10th September, Monday – MOSCOW 

Breakfast at the hotel. 

Moscow City Tour with architectural highlights (4 hours). During this 

excursion you will discover the history of the Russian capital, its different 

periods of development and architecture. There are plenty of 

architectural styles used for building Moscow: Eclecticism, art nouveau, 

classical, baroque… And famous Stalin’s epoch style. Stalin had involved 

not only on the history of this country, but also on today’s appearance of 

the Russian capital. Famous Stalin’s buildings were created in Moscow 

and now they are famous all over the world. You will listen about the 

favourite architect of Stalin, about his work, Stalin’s skyscrapers and 

stories around them. These buildings as well as Moscow metro was 

created for making soviet people feel the strength and power of the 

Soviet Union.   

We will see all existing skyscrapers and of course will see the panorama 

of the city from the Sparrow hills. Of course we will check the Moscow 

City and Moscow city centre. 

Our walking tour will begin on Manege Square, the place where an 

ancient livestock fair and the imperial stables were situated. We will pass 

by "zero kilometre of Russia" and will continue our walk watching Art 

nouveau facades. Luxurious hotels National and Metropol which facades 

have been classified as the most luxurious ones in Moscow for a long time 

and are part of historic landscape of the Russian capital. After a stop in 

front of the facade of the Bolshoi Theatre, you will stroll through the 

alleyways of the ancient area of merchants of Kitai Gorod with its 

numerous churches and cathedrals, among which those of Our Lady of 

Kazan and the Saint Theophany. We will see the majestic facade of 

Lubyanka, the headquarters of the former KGB (now FSB). The financial centre of Moscow, the Stock exchange 

and the Ministry of Economics are nearby. We will also drop by GUM, the famous historical galleries which have 

been transformed into the temple of luxury. We will finish our walk at Red Square, designated as UNESCO World 

Heritage site, undoubtedly one of the most beautiful in the world. It was named Red or “Krasnaya” for its beauty, 

because the second meaning of this word in old Russia was beautiful. Now the square is surrounded by the famous 

buildings of the History Museum, the Kremlin, and St. Basil’s Cathedral with its famous onion domes, which was 

built on the order of Ivan the Terrible. Red Square is also home to the Lenin Mausoleum, and the Red Army 

marches there on various holidays throughout the year. We will walk along the Kremlin walls visiting the 

Alexandrian Garden, the most ancient of Moscow; the monument to the Unknown Soldier with the eternal flame 

and the monument to the victims of World War II.  

  



Metro visit. Opened on May 15, 1935 by the Soviet government as a 

symbol of technological and industrial progress of the political system, 

the Moscow Metro was considered as "People’s Palace". The most 

important artists of that epoch took part in its decoration, and materials 

were brought from all corners of the country, representing the union of 

the Soviet people. The metro is still the main artery of transportation in 

the city and one of the most important even in the world, with its 200 

km of railway lines and 145 stations. We will visit the most important 

stations decorated with the luxurious materials - more than 20 types of marble, granite, onyx, as well as paintings, 

majolica, glass, mural painting, mosaic… 

Free time for lunch. 

4-10 PM - lectures in Strelka Institute (all lectures are dedicated to the profession of Future Architect). 

Dinner in the Indian restaurant. 

 

DAY 3: 11th September, Tuesday – MOSCOW 

Breakfast at the hotel. 

Visit of Kremlin. The word “Kremlin” in Russian means fortress. In early 

Rus every important town had a fortress encircled with a wall where the 

main buildings, churches and cathedrals were. The Moscow fortress, the 

cradle of the city, is the main fortress in the country and it has been 

designated by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. Built in 12 century, it 

took its modern form in 15th century. It is an excellent reflection of 

different stages of Russian art, a single monumental centre of 

architecture, painting, decorative and applied arts. The best craftsmen 

and artists worked in its churches, cathedrals and palaces, leaving us their priceless works. The power and fame 

of Russia is concentrated on its unforgettable alleyways and places. Even at the present time, they are all main 

organs of religion and political government: the President’s Palace, different administrative and military buildings 

such as the Senate and Armoury, and also numerous churches and cathedrals. Its walls tower above the Moscow 

River and Red Square and are made from 8 kg bricks. They are 19m high and 2235m long. We will visit the fortress 

to enjoy the view of the world’s biggest "Tsar-bell" melted in 1733 and the "Tsar-gun", which is one of the biggest 

guns in the world that has ever been made, melted in 1586 by Andrew Chokhov. Its purpose was to defend the 

gate of the Spasskaya tower, but it has never been used. In conclusion, we will cross the Cathedral Square, 

surrounded by the Dormition Cathedral, the Cathedral of the Annunciation and the Cathedral of the Archangel 

that we will visit.  

Free time for lunch 

Moscow River cruise. During our boat trip along the river crossing the 

capital of Russia we will enjoy variety of the Moscow sights, most of 

which are seen from the river. We will see the Sparow Hills, Stalin’s 

skyskrapers, Gorky Park, St. Saviour Cathedral. We will also admire the 

Kremlin and St. Basil Cahedral which onion shape cupolas are the 

symbols of Russian traditional architecture. Our tour will be completed 

with the International House of the Music and monument to the Peter 

the Great. 

  



4-10 PM - lectures in Strelka Institute. 

Dinner in Indian restaurant. 

 

DAY 3: 12 September, Wednesday – MOSCOW – SERGIEV POSAD – ROSTOV THE GREAT - YAROSLAVL (280 km) 

Breakfast at the hotel. Check out from the hotel, departure to Sergiev Posad. 

Excursion to Sergiev Posad. Located about 70 km to the north from 

Moscow, on the Imperial Road of the Golden Ring, Serguiev Possad 

(formerly known as Zagorsk) is one of the most important centres of the 

Russian Orthodox religion. Its construction was started by St. Sergius who 

established a monastery-fortress in 1340. In the course of the centuries 

the monastery became one of the most important spiritual centres of 

Russia. There you will see the characteristic elements of military 

architecture of the 15-18th centuries, the period of its development. Now 

functional monastery of the Holy Trinity and St. Sergius is also home to the Seminary, the Technological Institute, 

the Pilgrimage Centre and the residence of His Holiness the Patriarch of All Russia, what it worth is the nickname 

of  "Russian Vatican". Among its numerous churches and cathedrals, the most notable and important is the 

Cathedral of the Assumption with its blue domes and the cathedral of Dormition, which houses the tomb of Boris 

Godounov and his family as well as a copy of the famous icon of Trinity, of Andrei Roublev, the original of which 

is in the Tretiakov Gallery of Moscow. Sergiev Posad has been designated by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. 

Free time for lunch. Free time for scetching. 

Departure to Yaroslavl. 

Visit to Rostov. Rostov, known as the "Stone Symphony", is a charming 

medieval city whose countless domes are reflected in the water of the 

Nero lake. This is one of the most ancient Russian cities, which reached 

its peak between XI and XIII centuries. We will visit the Rostov Kremlin, 

considered to be the most beautiful in Russia after that in Moscow. It is 

made up of three parts: the Cathedral Square, the Bishops Court and the 

Metropolitan Garden. On the Cathedral Square we will see the imposing 

Cathedral of Assumption, which was built between XII and XVI centuries. 

Its steeple is probably the most famous in Russia, and each of its 15 bells has its own name. The biggest of them 

weighs 32 tones and it was necessary to establish a parallel tower to support it. Numerous buildings of 

unsurpassed beauty stretch between the Kremlin and the lake. Among them one can single out the church of 

Saint-Ioan the Theologian and that of the Saint-Savior Na-Senyakh, as well as the Monastery of Saint-Ioan, a 

splendid picture of which appear next to the Nero lake.  

Arrival to Yaroslavl. 

Russian dinner and bon fires with local architects. 

 

DAY 4: 13th September, Thursday – YAROSLAVL – PERESLAVL ZALESSKY – MOSCOW – ST – PETERSBURG 

Breakfast at the hotel. Check out from the hotel 



Visit of Yaroslavl. Located at the confluence of the rivers Volga and 

Kotorosl, Yaroslavl was founded in 1010 on an ancient Viking settlement. 

In XVII century it was the second most important city of Russia and it 

became the provisional capital of the country during the occupation of 

Moscow by  Polish forces. This rich historical past became reality in a 

cultural inheritance of the first order which was deemed worthy of the 

city being designated as a UNESCO World Heritage site. A visit to the 

Monastery of the Savior on the banks of the Volga, with the remarkable 

cathedral of the Transfiguration of the Savior, the origins of which date to 

XIII century, and this is the most ancient building of the city. A visit to the Saint Elias Church gives you the chance 

to see the most beautiful frescoes of the Golden Ring. Characteristic brick architecture of the city’s churches gave 

the name to this particular architectural style, widely spread in other cities of the Golden Ring and the rest of 

Russia. We will also go through the city centre, and see numerous ancient buildings, such as the Volkov Theatre, 

the most ancient in Russia. 

Free time for lunch and souvenirs 

Departure to Moscow 

On the way to Moscow visit to Pereslavl Zalessky.  

This ancient city of the Golden Ring, located on the bank of the pretty 

lake Pleshcheyevo between Moscow and Yaroslavl, was founded in 1152 

by Prince Yuri Dolgoruky. This historical figure, also the founder of 

Moscow and other cities of the Golden Ring, moved the capital of Russia 

from Kiev to this region. The city soon grew in  importance due to its 

strategic location, and it was a cradle to numerous key figures in Russian 

history, such as Alexander Nevsky, who was born in Pereslavl Zalessky, or 

Peter the Great, who spent a large part of his childhood there. It was on 

lake Pleshcheyevo that Peter the Great constructed a scale model of what would become later the first Russian 

fleet. The city is very impressive, both for its natural scenery and its architecture. Beautiful wooden houses near 

the lake attract numerous painters and artists, as well as an ancient fortress, located at the top of the hill. We can 

admire the cathedral of the Transfiguration of the Savior, established at the time of the founding of the city, as 

well as numerous monasteries dating back to XIIth century.  

Arrival to Moscow 

Indian dinner 

“Sapsan” fast speed train to Saint-Petersburg (3 hours 45 minutes). 

Accommodation at the hotel 3*. 

  



DAY 5: 14th September, Friday – SAINT-PETERSBURG 

Breakfast at the hotel.  

City tour of St. Petersburg + Visit to Peter and Paul fortress. A guided tour 

completely in English, this tour is ideal to get in touch with the city, its 

historical centre and major monuments. St. Petersburg, designated as a 

World Heritage Site by UNESCO also has the name of the "Northern 

Venice" due to numerous canals, islands and bridges that were built there 

to drain the marshy soil and impetuous Neva. Luxury and technical 

sophistication used during the construction, the wealth of the tsar’s court 

can be seen in numerous palaces and theatres, the luxurious facades which 

decorate the broad avenues, here known as "Perspective" (Prospect). We 

will see Nevsky Prospect with its most prestigious buildings: The Anichkov 

Palace, Belozersky’s Palace, the Kazan Cathedral, and Eliseev supermarket. 

We will cross the Fontanka, the river that bounded the city centre, as well 

in the past as the Moika River and the Griboyedov Canal. On the banks of 

this last is located the well-known cathedral of the Saint-Saviour on the 

Blood in the so typically Russian style with its multicoloured cupolas and 

its gold onion domes. The former Winter Palace, which was a residence of 

tsars (now Hermitage Museum), controls the Neva River from its north 

facade. The silhouette of the Peter and Paul Fortress and its high spire 

takes shape on the other side of the river. We will stop by the Aurora 

Cruiser; shots of its guns started the Russian revolution, than we are going 

to the House of Peter the Great: from this modest residence the Tsar 

followed personally the construction of "his" city between 1703 and 1708. 

On the Vasilievsky Island there are the Strelka, the Menchikov palace and 

historical building of the State University. We will pass by the Admiralty 

with its imposing gold broach that is a symbol of the Russian sea force, on 

which Peter the Great wanted to base his empire. His equestrian statue is 

raised in front of the building of the Senate and St. Isaac’s Cathedral with 

its big columns, made from Finnish red granite. Then there are the 

buildings of the Philarmony and the Mariinsky Theatre on the Theatre 

Square. And in conclusion we will see the Church of St. Nicholas, 

surrounded by canals. 

Free time for Lunch 

Visit of the Hermitage Museum. Visit of the Hermitage, located in the 

former Winter palace, residence of the Russian Tsars. The Hermitage is the 

biggest museum of Russia as well as one of the most important in the world 

as it is home to more than 3 mln. masterpieces. There are collections of 

sculptures and pictorial art, crystals and porcelain, carpets and jewellery, 

engravings, antiques of the classical epoch, modern art, weapon, medals, 

coins, precious books… It is well-known all over the world for its collections 

of Italian, Flemish, French and Spanish pictorial art, particularly for 

masterpieces of Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Rembrandt and Van Gogh, and French impressionists Gauguin, 

Matisse, Picasso… Its interiors present an ideal setting for such a collection of masterpieces.  

Indian dinner 

Evening river cruise 



DAY 6: 15th September, Saturday – SAINT-PETERSBURG 

Breakfast at the hotel. 

Excursion to Peterhof.  Visit of the Grand Palace and park. Peterhof, 

rightfully called "Russian Versailles", in former days "Petrodvorets", was 

the main summer residence of the Tsars. Located on the southern coast 

of the Gulf of Finland near the sea and about 30 km from St. Petersburg, 

it is undoubtedly one of the main centres of interest of the former tsar’s 

capital. The visit consists of the Big Palace as well as the Park where some 

small palaces and pavilions are scattered over the beautiful garden. Don’t 

miss its famous ensemble of 150 fountains and 3 cascades, decorated 

with splendid gilded statues, as well as the amazing "play of water" which will surprise you during your promenade 

in the park. As for The Big Palace, constructed by Bartolomeo Rastrelli in baroque style, it is necessary to point 

out the luxurious Ball Room and the monumental Main Staircase. 

Visit of St. Isaac‘s Cathedral. Designed and constructed by architects of 

prestige, among whom the most important were a Spanish Agustin de 

Betancourt and a French Auguste de Montferrand, St. Isaac’s Cathedral is 

one of the biggest in Europe with its size and with its wealth of materials: 

gold, malachite and lazuli; 14 varieties of marble, more than 40 minerals 

and semiprecious stones, granite of Finland, 600 sq. m. of mosaics, 

numerous paintings and sculptures. The imposing columns of 43 m are of 

granite from Finland. More than half a million workers took part in the 

construction of the cathedral. It was particularly difficult because of the 

swampy area, big construction and heavy materials: more than 300.000 tonnes! From the terrace that is near the 

dome, covered with 100 kg of gold, you can admire the splendid panorama of the city. Nowadays this cathedral 

is a museum and only one chapel is used every day, though there are religious services on the most important 

orthodox holidays. 

Indian dinner 

Evening activities in New Holland or some other place 

 

DAY 7: 16th September, Sunday – SAINT-PETERSBURG 

Breakfast at the hotel. 

Check out and transfer to the airport. 

 

 


